JOU

.,;" NOrtlefrord

ESTABLISHED 1M 108 |

n

i oA LD L A e DU N W DDl

. :,.rF.u..r.-'-..-.rrn-'"I--:_.-"' AT Frigig,

"-r' _w}: l}""r'

— — - =
: J-‘-r X = B L el

O

Channeling Aggrr?ssion Through Art

Huntington artist
reaps the rewards of art
therapy in the classroom

DY JOAMME KOUMTOURAKIS

ken Erich . Preas begam
his sEiml &% Am Art seacher
av the School for Sockl

Clainge i the South Branx, he came
face-first with a barrage of obstacles. In a high
achool with a notorious ey of violenoe,
Prem was ia_rc:h::! with fheedks, weaipons and.
o hes very first diay, an iceball ahroen at his
classronm wenidoew,

‘T'Ip:}- paoi me in the woest schoal amd theay
h.lg'.u:al.l:.- ::[m'm! me 0 jall,” said the J8pear
old Halesite ressdeni. In the Bace of adversity,
Preis sought = and eventaally lound - refuge
in hiz background of ari therapy °1 Enew 6 |
was going 1o make it 1 was going to have 1o use
everyihing | learned in ant therapy.” he said

An arist himseli, he had seen how an
quenched some emotonal needs v his like
and thoughi that he 1o could gen through 1
hits studenis il he adided 4 twist 1o has high
schivol's agemda,

He didnt have to search hard for a vision
Irspived by Auguste Bodan's Bieghers af Calais,
Prews sketched a group of figures representing
religious figuses, both male and female, from
arcund the workd, From a Jewish leader o a
Prodestant, Muslim. Cahodic and Buddhis,
cach figure is in a diflefent pose (o represent
mdinaduality. Yet the group stands nes one
another in musioal agreement, showing thar
peace can exmt despite dillerences in naikon
aliey, race and religion

[ has vision, the stodents would borm clay
!Igul'ﬂ to fmake a theee-dimensional model of
ihe sketch

When Prics first pomed the Schiool for Sogial

J he was assigned approziinately 30
#Mudents, Many of them were the mostdillical
slocerts in the building, inchading o well

known and populas 1Tyvearald with o history
 hostiliny aned gang adtilaton

Prems said that once he won the paricida
younigster over, his classmates lollowed suit
.

It was definitely the wirning point,” he said, "k

Linpnaly enwisioned by Blulesse reudeo st el sdusor Erics | Prew fnss, the Mt il

scu.l;p--pqu'l. e, wwi

varmed s readity slter irsdems frem the SBool e Soclad Change in the South Beenx, 3 sekond with s repataisn o violencs.
darrand chay ligpine 10 ke 8 O i essniad model of it dhech

pave them hape”

Mo ome could have anticipated the progress
Pres would muake in bous shoort montbes. [nowhut
woidkl seem 1o e a fatebul successson of events,
thee class sculpture project has been funded and
coenpeled, and is lemposarily decorating the
superinbendent’s atfice in a district thas was at
{orag hesatant b SCcep Preis and hs praciice

And, bo Preis’ delight, he has demonstraied
the power of an-to change kids, The p-ru:.r:ﬂ,ht
zaid, became the reason the kids came oo
schwoal It tanght them the value of education
and the benelits of working L-a#lh:f, hee sadd

To understand hu..heim:l in art l:h:r.:p:,'. Prets
revisits his own accomplishmenis since a
learning disability threatened to shorichange
bhim-al an edocation

Dhagnioaed with dysleaia when he was a
young child, Preis wasn'i expected 10 gradase
from high sehool A member of Harborficids'
clags ol 1992, Preis went on to gt his associ
e’y degree in fime ‘arts from the Fashion
Insttuee of Technology |a Mankattan, On o par
tial-meholarship, he was then immersed in an
tigarative  program @ the
Pennayivania Acaderny of Fine Aris, going on

INENSTYE

ey stuxdy art IJ'I-EI:.:ITJ:" at W Post. [t was lhri;u,g'h
the phalosophy of art therapy that Preks himsel(
was able o confront the ematbons of his child
oo adopon, and of his learning disabsities
"I guess the peycholosy got me 0 touch with
my o art,” he sakd . T'm extremely happy that
| weni for & bachelor's in art therapy.” said
Preta, wha atiribuotes his success at Post 1o the
help he received rom the college’s academic
rescuoe cenler, "H gave me the iaosing skills 1
meeded and the COUTRge 10 hilseve 0 feryself.”

Preis had been studying art since he was
nire years old, when he began taking classes at
e Hunl:nﬁl:-um School of Fine Arts under the
guidance of direcior foe Mack By the time he
wis 12, Frews began draowing the figure. He
hi=nt stopped since,

Recenely, Preis visited Mack ro show the veler
An teacher hes most necent work. & series of owes-
sxed Mk contury panings Lo EI'ILT-':II..T@ adl
the imtenwined themes of echnology and sola:
onism, O that visit, Mack offered Pres a job
teaching drawmg and painting at the Hurtingion
schood Preds didn't hesitate oo w2y ves,

Ws a mater of good numing {or Preis, who

(Contimuad on pagr &




